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SIBJ3CT:  "PLANTING  BULBS  IN  THE  FALL."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Now  is  the  time  to  plan  for  your  spring  flower  garden.     October  is  the 
time  to  prepare  for  the  bright  crocus  and  delicate  snowdrop  that  bloom  almost 
before  the  snows  have  melted  away  in  the  eprly  spring  and  now  is  the  time  to 
feet  ready  for  daffodils,  the  narcissus  proper,  tulips  and  the  hyacinths. 

The  greater  variety  of  bulbs  you  plant  in  the  fall,  the  greater  will  be 
your  display  of  spring  blossoms.    Dealers  tell  us  that  bulbs  never  hove  been  more 
plentiful  or  cheap  than  they  are  this  season,  so  this  should  be  an  excellent  fall 
for  bulb  planting* 

One  nice  thing  about  a  great  many  of  the  bulbs  is  that  they  don't  have  to 
be  planted  every  year,  but  you  can  "naturalize"  them,  as  the  gardeners  say  — 
th?t  is,  plant  them  in  out-of-the-way  places  where  they  may  remain  and  bloom 
ye-r  ->fter  year.    Don't  got  the  idea,  though,  that  bulbs  will  do  well  in  ^ny  old 
place  and  in  any  kind  of  soil.    Bulbs  need  good  soil  to  bloom  well.    Thoy  will 
not  give  good  account  of  themselves  if  too  greatly  neglected. 

That  brings  up  an  important  point  about  the  fertilization  and  preparing  of 
the  beds  where  the  bulbs  are  to  be  planted.    N0w  is  the  time  to  get  the  beds  and 
borders  ready.    Remember  that  the  bulb  stores  its  energy  to  produce  blooms  the 
season  before,  so,  in  order  to  have  your  bulbs  continue  to  bloom  year  after  year, 
you  must  not  only  prepare  and  fertilize  the  ground  right,  but  you  must  feed 
y°Ur  bults  with  plenty  of  plant  food  right  along  year  after  year. 


Gardeners  often  plant  "bulbs  in  ground  where  annual  flowering  plants  grow 
during  the  summer.    Along  ah  out  this  time  of  yea.r  the  annuals  "begin  to  look  a 
little  seedy  so  you  won't  mind  digging  out  the  old  annuals  and  getting  the  "beds 
ready  for  bulh  planting. 

Important  points  in  preparing  the  ground  for  "bulb  planting  are  drainage  and 
deep  prepartion.    Most  hulhs  simply  will  not  endure  having  their  roots  in  water 
in  the  soil.    You  can  grow  a  few  of  them,  the  paper-white  naraissus  for  example 
in  dishes  of  water  with  the  hulhs  held  in  place  hy  pehhles.    But  in  the  open 
ground  even  the  paper-whites  want  good  drainage.     Some  gardeners  dig  out  all  of 
the  soil  and  place  layers  of  broken  rocks  in  the  hotton  of  the  heds  to  insure 
good  drainage. 

You  can  use  commercial  fertilizers  as  the  source  tf  plant  food  elements. 
Any  good  mixed  fertilizer  containing  ah  out  U  percent  of  nitrogen  10  or  12  percent 
of  phosphoric  acid  and  5  or  6  percent  of  potash  is  all  right  and  may  he  applied 
at  the  rate  of  about  one-half  pound  to  each  square  yeard  of  bed  surface.    You  can 
also  use  "bone  meal,  blood  meal  and  cottonseed  meal  as  fertilizers.  If  you  use  thei 
use  less  of  the  mixed  fertilizer. 

After  you  dig  the  heds  and  pulverize  and  level  the  soil,  apply  water  and 
then  leave  the  heds  to  settle  for  several  days  before  you  put  in  the  hulhs. 

Just  a  word  aboixt  selecting  your  hulhs.     When  you  pick  up  a  fall  hulh 
catalog  you  are  confronted  by  a  myriad  of  kinds  and  varieties  to  choose  from. 

be  confused  hy  this  great  va.ri  >ty  hut  select  your  bulbs  with  the  idea  of 
saving  some  like  the  snowdrops  and  the  crocus  for  very  early  hlocm,  these  to  he 
Allowed  by  three  or  four  varieties  of  daffodils  and  the  tulips  and  so  on 
■-r-ghout  the  early  season. 


You  have  several  kinds  of  tulips  alone  to  choose  from  —  the  single  early 
tulips,  the  double  early  tulips,  the  Darwin  tulips,  the  Breeder  tulips  and  the 
Cottage  tulips,  the  Cottage  tulips  being  the  latest  in  flowering.    Under  each  of 
these  divisions  you  can    have  many,  many  varieties  in  all  sorts  of  tints  and 
colors,  but  time  would  not  permit  even  mentioning  them  all. 

As  for  the  Hyacinths,  enormous  bulbs  that  produce  great  spikes  of  fragrant 
flowers  you  have  your  choice  of  white,  blue,  pink,  rose,  red  and  other  colars. 
If  you  like  blues,  you  may  plant  the  Regal  lily,  the  Candidum  or  Madonna  lily, 
the  Giant  Tiger  lily  and  others.    In  selecting  lilies  for  outdoor  planting  be 
sure  you  select  those  that  are  hardy  unless  you  live  where  freezing  does  not 
occur . 

Depth  of  planting  is  often  a  problem  for  beginners  in  bulb  growing.  Bulb 
catalogs  often  contain  a  chart  showing  the  depth  to  plant  the  various  bulbs.  A 
common  rule  is  to  set  the  bulbs  at  a  depth  2§  times  their  diameter.     As  a  rule, 
set  bulbs  a  trifle  deeper  on    light  sandy  soil  "than  on  heavy  soils  and  always  a 
little  deeper  in  cold,  exposed  places.    The  rule  given  for  crocus,  snowdrop  and 
bulbous  iris  is  2  inches  deep  from  the  top  of  the  bulbs;  gladiolus  2%  inches; 
narcisus  and  tulips  3  inches;  hyacinths  k  to  5  inches;  and  lilies  ^  to  G  inches, 
"he  best  method  of  planting  is  to  place  the  bulbs  at  the  right  distances,  usually 
about  8  inches  apart,  on  the  surface  of  the  bed;  then  take  a  planting  trowel  and 
sink  each  bulb  to  its  proper  level  and  cover.     In  planting  crocus  bulbs  in  the 
lawn  simply  take  a  pointed  stick,  make  the  holes,  drop  in  the  bulbs  and  close 
the  hole  over  them. 


